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PREFACE. 



The author of this little volume has asked 
me to write a short Preface, and I have 
much pleasure in complying with his request. 
I do so, not merely for my high esteem for 
him as a tried friend for about a quarter 
of a century, but also from my deep sense 
of the intrinsic value of the book. There- 
fore, although the work needs no recommend- 
ation of mine, I gladly say a few introduc- 
tory words. 

The subject of the volume is one of 
great importance. Next to correct views of 
Bible inspiration, we need correct views of 
Bible interpretation. Many persons, and 
especially preachers, appear to think that 
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any sense you can squeeze out of the words 
of a text is a sense you have a right to 
attach to that text. The sense may be 
ludicrously inconsistent with the context, 
and evidently not intended by the Holy 
Ghost. What matter ! It seems to be thought 
perfectly lawful to do what you please with 
Scripture, so long as you want to teach truth ! 
The end justifies the means. Can your 
favourite idea, or the lesson you want to 
convey, be dragged up and extracted out of 
the language? That seems the only ques- 
tion. If it can, by all means use it, and never 
mind the context ! To use a common phrase, 
' we may lawfully apply the text to such and 
such a subject' 

Examples of this unhappy system of 
1 handling the Word,' which I have in view, 
are very many, but I will not trouble the 
reader of this volume with more than two. 
I have heard of a clergyman in a northern 



Digitized by Google 



Preface. 



vii 



town choosing for a text to his sermon the 
well-known words, — 'He that is so impov- 
erished that he hath no oblation, chooseth a 
tree that will not rot.' (Isa. xl. 20.) He 
then said to his congregation, ' Here is man, 
by nature poor and undone ; what must he 
do? He must choose the tree that cannot 
rot, even the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.' 
And on this ingenious perversion of Scripture 
he founded a very sound and evangelical 
sermon, but certainly not one which Isaiah 
intended to be drawn from his words. On 
another occasion, being anxious to preach 
on the doctrine of indwelling sin, he took 
his text out of the history of Joseph and his 
brethren, and gave out the words, ' The old 
man of whom ye spake, is he yet alive?' 
(Gen. xliii. 27.) Out of this question he 
cleverly twisted a discourse about the infec- 
tion of original sin remaining in the believer ; 
a grand truth, no doubt, but certainly not 
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the truth of the text. Instances like these 
may raise a smile, and seem almost incredible 
to some readers. But I am sadly afraid 
they might be capped and paralleled by 
hundreds more. 

The harm done by this unhappy plan of 
applying, or rather misapplying, Scripture, is, 
I suspect, far greater than many think* I 
am certain it is most injurious to the poor 
and unlearned. Taught by their own com- 
mon sense that the meaning placed on a 
view of Scripture by some * accommodate* ' of 
texts, is not the meaning which its words 
convey to their own mind, they are com- 
pletely puzzled and confounded. They begin 
to think that there is some hidden and abstruse 
sense in Scripture which none but very clever 
and learned people can discover. They are 
tempted to think that plain people such as 
they are cannot understand the Bible, and 
must leave the interpretation of the Book to 
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the clergy and the highly educated classes ! 
Surely this is a great evil. 

How far it is reverent and seemly, how 
far it is honouring the Holy Ghost, to accom- 
modate, misinterpret, and misquote what He 
has caused to be written for our learning, is 
a point on which I might say much. But I 
forbear. O'Connell was not thought to pay 
a high compliment to Acts of Parliament 
when he said that ' any sharp lawyer could 
drive a coach and four through any of them.' 
Whether it is not equally disrespectful to 
Holy Scripture to say, ' Whatever any text 
can be squeezed, and pinched, and stretched 
into meaning, that I maintain it may mean,' 
I leave to any sensible man to decide. To 
my own mind, at any rate, it appears that 
God's inspired Word ought to be handled 
with deep reverence, and that no sense ought 
ever to be imposed on it which is not the 
sense in which it was first given by the Holy 
a 2 
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Ghost. One thing, at least, is very 
certain; there is no excuse for any one 
accommodating or misapplying Scripture. The 
Word of God is so rich in matter that no 
diligent student of its contents need ever be 
at a loss to find texts to convey any lesson 
which he wants to teach. 

Concerning the origin of the whole system 
of accommodating, misapplying, and misusing 
Scripture, much might be said. I fear the 
system is as old as Scripture itself. From 
the days of the Apostles a schcol of inter- 
preters arose, who in their fancied zeal for 
the fulness of God's Word attempted to drag 
meanings out of it which its language cer- 
tainly did not contain. The Fathers were often 
great offenders in this respect. Origen and 
the allegorising interpreters set an example 
which many too readily followed. Even 
Augustine did not escape the infection. 
When such a Father as Augustine, in com- 
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menting on the second chapter of St. John, 
can tell us,' that in the miracle at Cana of 
Galilee, the 'two or three firkins* mean 
the two races of men, Jews and Greeks, or 
the three sons of Noah ; or when he says 
the ' six water-pots ' denote six successive pro- 
phetical periods in the days between Adam 
and Christ, most wise men feel instinctively 
there is something wrong. The system of 
interpreting Scripture, which can lead a 
good man into such statements as this, is a 
dangerous two-edged sword, and likely to 
do more harm than good. 

I wish I could say that that deservedly 
honoured book, the Authorised Version of 
Scripture of our own native land, was alto- 
gether free from blemishes in this matter. 
But I cannot say it. Some of the headings 
and contents of chapters which the trans- 
lators have supplied in Isaiah appear to me 
misapplications and accommodations. Things 
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are applied to ' the Church ' generally which 
to my eyes belong especially to the Jews. 
But this opens up a very wide subject, and 
I dare not enter into it. Suffice it to say, 
however, that in my humble judgment many 
defective views of prophetical subjects, and 
especially of the second personal advent of 
Christ, may be traced up to the system of spi- 
ritualizing, accommodating, and allegorising 
Scripture, which the Reformers did not get 
entirely rid of when they came out from 
Rome. 

Against the whole system of accommodating 
and misapplying God's inspired Word the 
volume now in the reader's hand is a very 
useful protest. I could almost wish it had 
been longer. The author's examples of mis- 
interpretation and misquotation might easily 
have been multiplied tenfold. But perhaps 
a larger volume would not have been read. 
The old Greek proverb seems to be in all 
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men's minds now-a-days, 'A great book is 
a great evil.' 

Of course I do not pretend to say that I 
agree with every jot and tittle of my valued 
friend's remarks on the texts he discusses; 
but as a general rule I agree entirely. And 
even when we see things with different eyes 
I admit fully that there is much to be said 
on both sides ; and after all he may be right 
and I may be wrong. 

I conclude this Preface with the expression 
of an earnest hope that the volume may 
receive the attention it deserves, and may 
help to promote that great object, a right 
system of interpreting and applying Scripture. 

J. C. Ryle. 

Stradbroke Vicarage, 
Jan. 20, 1877. 
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Some twenty years ago I published a little 
book, entitled 4 Accommodated Texts.' By 
this title I meant passages of Scripture quoted 
in a sense manifestly not intended by the 
inspired writers, — judging from an examina- 
tion of the words themselves, together with 
the context, in which they stand. I in- 
cluded other passages, which from mistrans- 
lation or faulty punctuation, do give a 
sense which is not the right one. I 
have altered the title of the present little 
book, and added several other passages 
which are commonly used incorrectly, es- 
pecially by preachers. I am aware that 
many of the soundest divines, in ancient 
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and modern times, have sanctioned the 
practice of accommodating Scripture; and 
it is generally considered hypercritical, nay, 
almost heretical, to take exception to the 
application of a current text, in its conven- 
tional sense, on the ground that it is not the 
true sense of the passage. 

1 hope, however, it will not be deemed pre- 
sumptuous in me who am aypa^/iaroc <cac 
iSiwttjq, (Acts, iv. 13,) to attempt to say a 
word against a system so highly sanctioned. 
But I would humbly suggest that we may be 
losing more precious instruction by putting 
our own sense upon the words of Scripture 
than if we took them in that intended by 
the Holy Ghost. In the following pages* 
when it is attempted to show that the 
popular sense of a passage is erroneous, — 
another, and I conceive a better sense is 
pointed out (not as a discovery of my own, 
but on the authority of the ablest com- 
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mentators), so that the text is not lost, but 
only adjusted to the use, apparently designed 
by its Divine Author. 

Again, the practice of applying texts in 
a sense not borne out by the context, in 
order to inculcate truth, opens a wide door 
to false teachers to impose upon ' the un- 
stable and the unlearned' by using Scrip- 
ture words, torn from their context, to prove 
doctrines and practices having ' no warranty 
of Scripture but rather repugnant to the Word 
of God.' It also encourages worldly men to 
adduce such isolated passages to sanction 
their ungodly opinions and practices, or 
perhaps to adorn and give point to their 
sayings. In this way Scripture language is 
often turned against those very truths which 
the passages really convey. 

Sometimes, however, it is replied, when a 
less familiar interpretation of a well-known- 
text is proved to be the right one, ' May 
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we not apply it in both senses?' the one, 
perhaps, being contrary to the other. In- 
deed, some of the best conmentators seem 
to have taken this view; but I confess it 
appears to me to be trifling with the Word 
of God, and treating it as we should not 
treat the words of a friend, whose opinions 
we reverenced. Moreover, it is to be re- 
marked that persons who admit the one 
meaning to be critically correct, and yet 
plead for the use of another also, never use 
such texts in their simple, but always in their 
accommodated sense ; too often tney handle 
these Scriptures, whether in public discourses 
or private conversation, as if they were barren 
of comfort or instruction, till passed through 
the crucible of a human gloss, and brought 
into a shape more familiar to the ears of 
men in general. 

. The principle for which I contend, is, that 
Scripture should always be used strictly in 
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the sense in which it was indited by its 
Divine Author, and in no other. But against 
this principle the following argument is 
sometimes alleged, viz., that the writers of 
the New Testament often apply passages in 
the Old Testament in a wholly different 
sense from that apparently contemplated by 
the original writer : such as, ' Out of Egypt 
I have called my son;' 'Rachel weeping 
for her children ' Rejoice, thou that 
bearest not ' (this last evidently referring, in 
Isaiah, liv., to the Jews, but applied by the 
apostle to the Christian Church). In reply, 
I would observe that there is a wide dif- 
ference between a second and far more im- 
portant sense (contained in the first and 
obvious one) ; and another sense wholly 
at variance with the plain meaning of the 
writer. 

No doubt the Old Testament is full of 
such hidden meanings, many of which are 
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elucidated in the New Testament : while it 
is left for us to discover many more, not 
specifically mentioned, and of which the full 
understanding is reserved to that day when 
' we shall know even as we are known.' 

The writer does not, of course, expect 
that persons reading these remarks will at 
once receive each text in a meaning different 
from that to which they have been long 
accustomed; but he thinks there are few 
candid readers who will not admit the force 
of some of the objections and suggestions, 
and who may not thus be led to adopt a 
more careful mode of reading and quoting 
the inspired Word 
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MISQUOTED AND MISAPPLIED. 



' Thou, God, seest me.' — Gen. xvi. 13. 

Commonly quoted, especially in written 
prayers, as an inducement to watchfulness, 
in the same sense as ' The eyes of the Lord 
are in every place, beholding the evil and 
the good.' (Prov. xv. 3.) 

This is an instance where the real mean- 
ing of the words is much sweeter than the 
sense in which they are usually quoted, and 
where they may afford much comfort to God's 
people when situated as Hagar was. She 
had wandered from Tier place, and seems 
/tP B 
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scarcely to have expected that the God of 
her master Abraham should continue to 
watch over her. When, therefore, she had 
received this token of the Lord's undeserved 
kindness, in a spirit of thankful admiration 
of His dealings with her she calls the place 
' Beer-lahai-roi,' 'The well of Him that 
liveth and seeth me pray.' ' Have I also 
here, i.e., in this desolate wilderness, looked 
after Him that seeth me, *>., seen the face 
of my gracious God ! That God should 
appear to me in my master's house, where 
He used to manifest Himself, was not strange; 
but that I should have such a favour here, 
that God should not only look upon me, but 
admit me to look upon Him, and visibly to 
appear to me after I had run away from 
Him and from my godly master ; this was 
more than I could hope or expect.' — Poole. 

In the same way David comforts himself 
with the consideration of the Lord's omni- 
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presence and omniscience, 'Whither shall I 
go from thy spirit?' 'Whither shall I flee 
from thy presence?' not implying thereby 
that he would do so if he could ; far from 
it ; for he goes on to say, that wherever he is, 
whether in Heaven or Hell, or in the utter- 
most parts of the sea, ' even there thy hand 
shall lead me, and thy right hand shall hold 
me.' (Ps. cxxxix.) And thus may the 
meanest and weakest of God's saints encou^ 
rage himself with the assurance that, even 
though he has 'gone on frowardly in the 
way of his heart,' the Lord ' sees his ways 
and will heal him ; will lead him also, and 
restore comforts unto him ' (Isa. lvii. 17, 18), 
according to the riches of His grace in Jesus 
Christ. 



Digitized by Google 



4 Texts Misquoted 



The Lord watch between me and thee when we 
are absent one from another. — Gen. xxxi. 49. 

This is an exception to the other popular 
texts under discussion inasmuch as it is not 
one quoted by Preachers; but it is sometimes 
used by Christian friends on the occasion 
of their parting one from the other, in the 
sense of invoking the watchful care of the 
Lord over each other during their separation. 
Whereas, it is evident, in looking at the 
context, that the speaker, Laban, is here 
expressing the greatest distrust of Jacob, and 
is calling upon God to be a witness between 
them that he (Jacob) should be true to the 
covenant respecting his daughters. 'And 
Laban said, This heap is a witness between 
me and thee this day: therefore was the 
name of it called Galeed (a heap of witness) ; 



Digitized by Google 



and Misapplied. 5 

and Mispah (a watch-tower); for he said, 
The Lord watch between rae and thee, 
when we are absent one from another,' 
&c Nothing could be more inappropriate 
to friends parting in mutual confidence and 
affection* 
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And Jacob was left alone : and there wrestled a 
man with him until the break of day. — Gen. 
xxxii. 24. 

Almost universally misquoted; Jacob being 
said to wrestle with God (and truly the 
Angel was God), not the Angel with Jacob, 
and there is a mighty difference between 
the two. No doubt prayer is connected 
with this transaction between the Angel and 
Jacob ; for what is it but prayer, and that 
of the most spiritual kind, to say, ' I will not 
let thee go except thou bless me !' And what 
is it but prayer that gives a man ' power with 
God and with men to prevail?' Again, the 
prophet Hosea, alluding to this transaction, 
says, 'he had power over the Angel, and 
prevailed; he wept, and made supplication 
to him.' 
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But why does the Scripture say that the 
Angel wrestled with Jacob, not Jacob with 
the Angel ? There must be some signifi- 
cance in this. . May it not have been that 
God's wrestling with Jacob was intended to 
show him that He disapproved of, was op- 
posed to, his proceedings, and was deter- 
mined in mercy to put a stop to them ? and 
when, through Jacob's persistence, he was 
unable to prevail, He touched the hollow 
of his thigh, and disabled him from further 
rebellion. Then, when he was rendered 
helpless, and clung to the Lord in his 
helplessness, he was blest, and had the 
power referred to in Him. If this is the 
true view of the passage (and it is that taken 
by some very able expositors), it is exceed- 
ingly inappropriate to the use commonly 
made of it. 
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O that they were wise, that theyainderstood this, 
that they would consider their latter end! — 
Deut. xxxii. 29. 

Always quoted as exhorting those addressed 
to the consideration of death. But the con- 
text seems very plainly to apply the words 
to the latter times, even the glorious days of 
the Messiah, who, according to the flesh, 
should spring up among them. ' How should 
one chase a thousand, and two put ten thou- 
sand to flight/ This is the view taken of the 
passage by Adam Clarke, and it seems much 
more in accordance with the tenor and 
manner of prophecy concerning Israel, than 
merely warning them of death. Indeed, we 
know that their ' latter end 1 will be glorious. 
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As thy days so shall thy strength be. — 
Deut. xxxiii. 25. 

Commonly understood and quoted as mean- 
ing, as the day of trial, required strength shall 
be supplied — as thy wants so shall be thy 
sufficiency. — Scott. There are numerous pro- 
mises to this effect, such as, 'He will not 
suffer thy foot to be moved.' — Ps. cxxi. 3. 
1 God is faithful, who will not suffer thee to 
be tempted above that ye are able to bear,' 
&c. — 1 Cor. x. 13. But observe, Moses 
does not say, ' day, 1 but ' days, 1 wc *al #/zepcu 
trov itr\vQ aov, Sept. The true and obvious 
meaning of this passage seems to be that 
given by Poole, ' Thy strength shall not be 
diminished with thine age (days), but thou 
shalt have the vigour of youth even in thine 
old age ; thy tribe shall grow stronger and 
stronger.' 
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Why is his chariot so long in coming ? why tarry 
the wheels of his chariots ? — Judg. v. 28. 

Words commonly used by pious persons to 
express their longing desire for the coming 
of Christ : but, when taken with their con- 
text, how inapplicable ! Why adopt the words 
of the wicked ladies of the wicked Sisera, 
graphically describing their expectation of his 
return from the conquest of Israel, in order 
to express the blessed hope of the glorious 
appearing of our great God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ ? instead of using the words put 
into the mouth of the Spirit and Bride, who, 
when Jesus says, ' Behold, I come quickly:' 
reply, 'Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.' 
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The Lord hath sought him a man after his own 
heart, and the Lord hath commanded him to 
be captain over his people, — i Sam. xiii. 14. 

Did the Lord choose David because he was 
a 'man after his own heart* in regard to 
personal character and conduct (as these 
words are generally understood and quoted 
to mean), or did He choose him of His own 
counsel to fulfil His will, as captain over His 
people? Now the first is contradicted by 
the simple fact that David was not born 
when these words were uttered. In verse 1 of 
this chapter it is said, Saul had reigned two 
years, and after that he reigned forty years 
(Acts, xiii. 21), while David was only thirty 
years old when he began to reign (2 Sam. iv. 
5), and was therefore born eight years after 
the above prophecy. Thus it seems that this 
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is another proof of God's choice being in- ' 
dependent of personal character, that 'his 
purpose according to election should stand ' 
(Rom. ix. n), and this is borne out by the 
use of the word rendered 'commanded/ 
which, as Poole says, should be translated 
' appointed ' or ' decreed.' 
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A?id Hazael said, But what, (is) thy servant 
a dog, that he should do this great thing ? 
And Elisha answered, The Lord hath shown 
me that thou shalt be king over Syria. — 
2 Kings, viii. 13. 

Commonly quoted to exemplify the deceit- 
fulness and desperate wickedness of the hu- 
man heart. Hazael being supposed to revolt 
from the cruel actions which the prophet 
declared he would commit; but the word 
' great/ is almost always omitted in the quo- 
tation, and yet in this word lies the whole 
force of his exclamation of surprise. 

I think we may gather from the context 
that Hazael entertained ambitious designs, 
and having inquired of the prophet concern- 
ing the king's recovery, was ashamed under 
the searching looks of the holy man; and 
when he plainly told him of the exploits he 



Digitized by Google 



14 Texts Misquoted 



was to perform, he exclaimed, with probably 
feigned humility, ' What such a dog (dead, 
Sept) as thy servant do such great things' 
(so Dr. Geddes translates the passage) : ex- 
pressing wonder that so mean a person as 
himself should wield so mighty a power. 

' An act of power not to be done but by 
a crowned head, it must be some mighty po- 
tentate that can think thus to prevail against 
Israel, and therefore not I.' — Henry. 

The term ' dog ' is much more commonly 
used in Scripture to denote meanness than 
wickedness. (See i Sam. xvii. 43 ; xxiv. 14. 
2 Sam. ix. 8; xvL 9. Job, xxx. 1.) 

That Hazael was ripe for every wickedness 
is evident, from the fact of his first conceal- 
ing the principal point in the prophet's 
answer from the king, and then murdering 
him on the morrow. He seems, therefore, 
to afford a singularly inappropriate illustra- 
tion of a novice in sin. 
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Shall know every man the plagtieof his own 
heart. — 1 Kings, viii. 38. 

Commonly quoted as if these words were 
applicable exclusively to that godly sorrow 
and conviction of sin which is the first work 
of the Holy Spirit in the heart of man, as 
declared by our Lord in John, xvi. 7, 8. 

But are they thus limited ? Compare this 
passage with its parallel in Chronicles, and 
it will be seen, I think, that God by the 
mouth of Solomon encourages every man to 
spread 'his own sore and his own grief] 
whatever it may be, before Him in His holy 
temple,* even as Jesus invited ' all that are 
weary and heavy laden to come unto Him. 
(Matt. xi. 28.) And as David typically re- 

* Dr. Geddes reads, * Whatsoever the calamity, 
whatsoever the disease,' &c. 
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ceived every one that was in distress, and 
every one that was in debt, and every one that 
was bitter of soul. (Marg.) To know the 
plague of pur own heart is not then, I con- 
ceive, the attainment, through grace, of a 
few ; but the universal experience of ah \ ' for 
what man knoweth the things of a man save 
the spirit of man that is in him?' (i Cor. 
ii. ii. Prov. xiv. 10.) 

It is a happy thing when sorrow of any 
kind brings us to a throne of grace ; but 
most blessed is it when a man's chief ' sore 
and grief' is the burden of indwelling sin, 
and his most earnest petitions those to be 
delivered from its guilt and power. 
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Fcr his anger (endureth but) a moment; in his 
favour (is) life : weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the morning. And 
in my prosperity I said, I shall never be 
moved. Lord, by thy favour thou hast 
made my mountain to stand strong: thou 
didst hide thy face, and I was troubled. — 
Ps. xxx. 5-8. 

The literal translation of the former part of 
this passage is, ' We are a moment under His 
wrath, but a life are we in His favour.' 

The sixth and seventh verses are com- 
monly quoted to illustrate the danger of self- 
confidence, followed, as it is said to be, in 
David's case, by the hiding of God's face. 
'He had long enjoyed prosperity/ says 
Henry, ' and then he grew secure, and over- 
confident of the continuance of it.' &c. Ac • 

c 
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cording to which interpretation of the Psalm, 
'joy in the morning ' is followed by 'weep- 
ing at night !* 

But is not this an entire misunderstanding 
of the Psalmist's experience? and is it not 
imputing a sin to him of which he was in no 
degree guilty? For observe, the whole 
tenor of the Psalm is praise for deliverance, 
not confession of sin. 'Joy came in the 
morning, and in his prosperity he said,' &c. 
The full stop seems to have been put im- 
properly between the two verses, but there 
should be one after ' strong.' ' I shall never 
be moved, Lord, by thy favour thou hast 
made my mountain to stand strong. Thou 
didst hide thy face, and I was troubled,' &c. 
In the latter part of the seventh verse he is 
only recapitulating the wretched state spoken 
of in the beginning of the Psalm, in order to 
stir up his soul afresh to thankfulness and 
praise. 
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No doubt a greater than David speaks 
here of His sorrows, especially o£ that awful . 
crisis when God hid His face from Him, and 
He was troubled ; all which preceded the joy 
in the morning of the resurrection, when He 
could without any boasting talk of His pros- 
perity and of 'the strength settled for his 
mountain.' (Marg.) From this state there 
never has been nor never will be any such 
relapse as is supposed to be spoken of in this 
Psalm. Bishop Horsley considers the above 
view of this Psalm as the only way in which 
it can be made applicable to the Messiah, 
and he mentions that the Chaldaic para- 
phrase of the sixth verse runs thus : — ' And 
I said, When I am seated in security I shall 
not be moved to all eternity.' 
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The King's daughter is all glorious within : 
her clothing is of wrought gold.— Vs. 
xlv. 13. 

Commonly quoted to show that the glory 
of the King's daughter, the Queen — the 
Bride — denoting primarily Jerusalem ; and 
secondarily the whole Church — is not so 
much external as internal. Yet her clothing 
was of ' wrought gold I ' Is it not then more 
consistent with this context to understand 
' within,' not as within herself but within her 
pavilion, whence she is to be brought forth ? 
Like Queen Esther, when about to enter 
into the presence of King Ahasuerus in her 
royal apparel. (Est. v. 1.) ' With gladness 
and rejoicing to enter into the king's palace.' 
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Yea, the sparrow hath found her a house, and 
the swallow a nest for herself where she may 
lay her young, (even) thine altars, O Lord 
of hosts. — Ps. lxxxiv. 3. 

Never was a word more unfortunately in- 
serted by our venerable translators than the 
word 'even' in this passage, conveying the 
preposterous idea that the birds were in the 
habit of making their nests, not only in the 
tabernacle, but even in the very altars of 
God — and so the poet sings, — 

Happy birds that sing and fly 
Round Thine altars, O Most High ! 
Happier souls that find a nest 
In the Heavenly Father's breast. 

The ' altars ' referred to were that for. 
burnt-offering and that for incense-offering, 
and badly would it have fared with any bird 
who should make her nest in either — sup- 
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posing such a thing could have been per- 
mitted — she would have been burnt to a 
cinder. 

Calvin remarks on this passage 'that though 
the meaning usually attached to the words 
is supported by the use of the particle nM, 
which is most commonly joined with an 
accusative, it now and then serves for ex- 
clamations, and he doubts not but that the 
prophet, breaking off his sentence in the 
midst, cries out that nothing would do his 
heart more good than the sight of God's 
altar. David therefore enhances his mean- 
ing by comparing himself with the birds, for 
it is a hard case for the children of Abraham 
to be driven out of their promised heritage, 
seeing that the little birds find some place 
or other for their nests. . . . This is the 
reason why David bursts forth into this ex- 
clamation, " O thine altars, O Lord," ' &c. 
The German commentator, Arndt, seems to 
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bring out the true sense of the passage as 
follows : — ' Here is an abbreviated compari- 
son ; what her house is to the sparrow, and 
her nest to the swallow, that thine altars are 
to my soul; therefore, my soul, heart, and 
flesh long for them. Like a little bird which, 
after a long defenceless wandering has found 
a house (as our Lord says, " The birds of 
the air have nests, but the Son of Man hath 
not where to lay his head,") in which it may 
dwell securely, a nest to which it entrusts 
its young, thus have I, a poor wanderer, 
found safety in Thy house, O Lord, the true 
rest of my soul.' 
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My soul cleaveth unto the dust. — Ps. cxix. 25. 

Commonly quoted by way of confession in 
the sense of the apostle's complaint, ' I am 
carnal^ sold under sin.' (Rom. vii. 14.) 

But is it not rather an expression of deep 
sorrow than confession of sin ? For thus 
is the word ' dust ' used in other passages. 
Such as, 'Thou hast brought me into the 
dust of death.' (Ps-. xxii. 15.) And 'Wilt 
thou bring me into the dust again?' (Job, 
x. 9.) And here the expression, 'My soul 
cleaveth unto the dust/ seems to be para- 
phrased in the twenty-eighth verse by 'My 
soul melteth for heaviness/ and the prayer, 
'quicken thou me/ probably has the same 
force as Ps. lxx. 20 — 'Thou which hast 
showed me great and sore troubles, shalt 
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quicken me again, and shalt bring me up 
again from the depths of the earth.' 

I do not think the word ' dust ' is found 
in any other Scripture in the sense of carnal 
or sinful, but only as denoting frailty and 
misery. 

We often hear people speak of ' sinful 
dust and ashes/ but the expression is not in 
Scripture. 

Manton says, 'The speech is metaphori- 
cal, expressing the depths of his misery, or 
the greatness of his sorrow and humiliation. 
The same allusion is, " Our soul is bowed 
down to the dust, our belly cleaveth unto 
the earth." (Ps. liv. 25.) Doctrine: That 
God's children may have such great afflictions 
brought upon them that their souls may even 
cleave to the dust.' 
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JVo man cared for my soul. — Ps. cxlii. 4. 

Commonly quoted as if the Psalmist were 
complaining that no man cared for his 
spiritual interests or salvation of his soul. 

The whole Psalm contains the language 
of David and his great Antitype in straits 
and afflictions — persecuted by enemies and 
deserted by friends.* No man cared for His 
soul or life. His enemies sought to take it 
away, and his friends ' all forsook him and 
fled,' and it might be truly said of them, 
especially of Peter, 4 No man would know 
him but the Lord was his refuge, who 
would 1 bring his soul out of prison/ or, as 
it is said in Ps. xvi., 'would not leave his 
soul in hell,' &c. 

* The Psalm is entitled by Bishop Horsley, * A 
->rayer of the Messiah taken and deserted.' 
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And thus may all those comfort them- 
selves who are called upon to taste this 
bitter ingredient of our Lord's sufferings, 
viz., the defection of friends and kindred, 
when their sympathy and support are most 
needed. ' He will never leave them nor 
forsake them/ (Five negatives in Greek.) 
(Heb. xiii. 5.) 

So said the apostle, 'No man stood with 
me, but all men forsook me. Notwithstand- 
ing the Lord stood with me, and strength- 
ened me.' (2 Tim. iv. 16, 17.) 

And the Psalmist says here, 'I looked on 
my right hand, and beheld, but there was no 
man that would know me : refuge failed me ; 
no man cared for my soul. I cried unto 
thee, O Lord : and said, Thou art my refuge 
and my portion in the land of the living.' 
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The path of the just is as the shining light, 
which shineth more and more unto the per- 
fect day. — Prov. iv. , 1 8. 

Should not a distinction be made between 
* the just' and 'the path of the just?' and 
that as opposed to ' the way of the wicked ' 
in the next verse. No doubt the just and 
the wicked are progressing every day each 
in his own way — the one 'growing in 
grace/ the other ' waxing worse and worse ' 
— but is not the way of each referred to in 
these verses? Does not verse 18 contain 
a most comforting and encouraging pro- 
mise to those who are walking in the ways 
of God, that with whatever difficulties and 
perplexities their path may be surrounded, 
the Lord will make it increasingly plain, 
even unto the perfect day, when we shall no 
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longer see through a glass darkly, but shall 
know as we are known. So we read again, 
Prov. xv. 1 9, 1 The way of the slothful man 
is as an hedge of thorns : but the way of 
the righteous is made plain' — raised up as 
a causeway. (Marg.) Many instances are 
given us in Scripture of those who, having 
comparatively little light, but living up to 
that light, have been blessed with further 
and fuller revelations of the truth', e. g. Na- 
thanael, the Ethiopian Eunuch, Cornelius, 
Apollos, and many others? 

On the other hand, is it not a fact, and 
have we not numerous instances of it in 
Scripture and in our own experience, that 
wicked men daily find their way more be- 
wildering and miserable to themselves, till at 
last they 'stumble' and fall on the dark 
mountains of ignorance and unbelief? 
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Fools make a mock of sin, — Prov. xiv. 9. 

Commonly quoted in the sense that the 
wicked think lightly of and make a joke of 
sin ; as another proverb says : ' It is sport 
to a fool to do mischief.' 

But where then is the usual antithesis 
between this first and the last clause of the 
verse? 'But among the righteous (there 
is) favour.' Another reading has been 
suggested, which, if the original will bear it, 
seems to get over the difficulty, and to supply 
a very good meaning to the whole passage, 
viz. : ' Fools make a mock of a trespass 
offerings as the same word is rendered, 
Lev. v. 6, 'but with the righteous it is in 
favour.' 

Gill seems to favour this reading, ' Some, 
as Aben Ezra observes, render it a sin- 
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offering, and interpret it of the sin-offerings 
under the law, as derided by wicked men; 
but it may be better applied to the sacrifice 
of Christ. , ' Among the righteous favour, 
or acceptance^ they are accepted with God 
upon account of the sin-offering of Christ, 
which "fools mock and despise." ' — GilL 
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The preparations of the heart in man, and 
the answer of the tongue, is from the 
Lord. — Prov. xvi. i. 

Commonly quoted to establish the truth 
that from the Lord proceed 'all holy 
desires and good counsels/ and that man 
can say nothing to a good effect without His 
preventing and assisting grace. 

The literal translation and that adopted 
by the Targum is, ' From man is the counsel 
of the heart, and from the Lord is the 
answer of the tongue/ And the sense 
would then be (as adopted by Gill and 
Poole) ; a man may lay things together in 
his mind and prepare matter for a discourse, 
and yet, though men may be ever so well 
prepared to speak they are not able to do 
it unless the Lord gives - them utterance. 
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Sometimes, indeed, their tongues are over- 
ruled by God to say what they never in- 
tended, as in the notable cases of Balaam 
and Caiaphas. Nearly the same sentiment 
seems to be expressed in ver. 9, ' A man's 
heart deviseth his way, but the Lord directeth 
his steps/ 
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For a just man falleth seven times, and 
riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall 
into mischief. — Prov. xxiv. 16. 

Commonly quoted as if the daily sins of 
the just were referred to, and as if to con- 
firm this sense, the words ' a day ' are gene- 
rally interpolated. 

It appears, however, from the* context that 
it refers to his troubles, from which he is 
promised deliverance — while the wicked, his 
enemies, are threatened with mischief — so 
Micah, vii. 8, * Rejoice not against me, O 
mine enemy : when I fall, I shall arise ; 
when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a 
light unto me.' ' Then she that is mine 
enemy shall see it, and shame shall cover 
her/ &c. 
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To everything there is a season, &*c. — 
Eccles. iv. 1-3. 

From this preface to what comes afterwards it 
is generally understood that each thing men- 
tioned is here sanctioned and pronounced 
to be right in its proportion and season, which 
may lead to some very false conclusions. 

But may and ought not the first verse be 
rendered ' everything is for a time V Would 
not this accord best with the context, and 
with the general testimony of Scripture? 
As St ( Paul says, ' The things which are 
seen are temporal/ Again, 'The time is 
short.'. And again, 'The fashion of this 
world passeth away.' Men are born into 
the world, but death soon comes, and all 
their planting and plucking up, their build- 
ing and pulling down, their weeping and 
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laughing, their hating and loving, their getting 
and losing, their fighting and making peace, 
&c, are for a time, and nothing that man 
does, or is engaged in, lasts beyond a 
certain time, whereas (and here is the 
great contrast apparently designed by the 
inspired preacher), 'Whatsoever God doeth 
it shall be for ever, nothing can be put to it, 
nor anything taken from it* — Von Girlach. 
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If the tree falleth, 6r*c. — Eccles. xi. 3. 

How commonly are these words used to 
prove in answer to the sceptic that whatever 
character belongs to a man in this world, the 
same will he retain in the next ' He that is 
unjust let him be (i.e. he shall be) unjust 
still/ &c. But however important the doc- 
trine, and demonstrable as it is by number- 
less plain declarations in the Word of God 
(though, alas ! it has been grievously assailed 
and undermined of late, even by so-called 
Evangelical teachers), it does not appear to 
be taught in this passage, comparing it with 
the context, and it is always uoadvisable to 
use a weapon in support of a truth which 
may be easily wrested from you by a skilful 
antagonist. 

The plain meaning of the figure seems 
rather to be the security of the return to 
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the man of principled benevolence. In 
whatever quarter thy bounty is dispensed, 
thou shalt find it again. It is the same 
sentiment, otherwise expressed, with that in 
the first verse, ( for thou shalt find it after 
many days. — Wardlaw on Eccles. 
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/ am the rose of Sharon and the lily of the 
valley. — Cant. ii. 1. 

This 'rose of Sharon ' is always given as 
one of the most beautiful of the titles of 
Christ. In the original, however, it is not 
' a rose ' at all, but ' the meadow saffron,' a 
very insignificant plant. Both it and the 
lily are figures of the Church, who (or the 
Jewish remnant) is evidently the speaker, 
and are emblematical of her humility, be- 
coming her low estate. 

The name of Sharon itself has a tacit re- 
ference to its meaning of lowliness. • Calmet 
says, ' that circumstances determine it to be 
the wild rose, the uncultivated flower, which 
thereby corresponds to the lily in the next 
verse/ The Septuagint and Jerome render it 
1 the flower of the fields.' 
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Take us the foxes, &*c. — Cant. ii. 1 5. 

In quoting" these words, the whole stress is 
usually laid upon the word * little/ and the 
Scriptural meaning of 'foxes' quite over- 
looked, and the word made to denote * sins/ 
The admonition, therefore, is supposed to be 
against ' little sins/ and to contain a caution 
against everything, however plausible or in- 
significant, which tends to hinder the work of 
Christ in the soul, or the usefulness of the 
believer, in the sense of a 'little folly.' 
Eccles. x. 1. But here again, the instruction, 
however useful, is not contained in this pass- 
age, interpreting it by the meaning of the 
principal word, c foxes/ which is always ap- 
plied to persons. Nor is it according to the 
context Poole applies the passage to seducers 
and false teachers, who are fitly compared to 
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' foxes ' by Ezek. xiii. 4 : ' O Israel, thy 
prophets are like foxes in the desert ;* partly 
to distinguish them from great tyrants and 
persecutors, who are compared to boars and 
other wild beasts (Ps. lxxx. 13), or to lions 
(2 Tim. iv. 17), and partly for their fox- 
like qualities and actions, because they are 
very crafty and deceitful. Also, foxes are 
mentioned because they abounded in that 
country, gnawing the vines and eating the 
grapes, &c. — So also Gill. 
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The whole head is sick, the whole heart is 
faint. — Isa. i. 5. 

These words are commonly quoted as re- 
ferring to the inveteracy of their sins, and of 
that evil nature out of which they sprang, 
and is thus applied to original sin in man in 
general. But the contrast shows that it was 
not to their sins, but to their punishment, and 
its universality, to which the prophet was 
alluding. * From the sole of the foot,' &c, 
that is, from the lowest to the highest of the 
people there was misery — wounds, sickness, 
and desolation, the consequence and punish- 
ment of their sins. Yet * they received no 
correction' (Jer. ii. 30), but persisted in 
their sinful course, trusting to their cere- 
monial services and sacrifices. In the same 
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way the prophet Amos reminds the people 
of all the fourfold judgments the Lord has 
sent upon them. * Yet,' he says, ' ye have 
not returned unto me, saith the Lord/ 
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Ask of me of things to come concerning my 
softs, and concerning the work of my hands 
command ye me. — Isa. xlv. n. 

Commonly quoted as an encouragement to 
prayer, and as an exhortation thus to * com- 
mand the Almighty.' 

Poole, after referring to this common in- 
terpretation, says, * But the words seem to 
be better rendered interrogatively as they 
are in the margin, and by some interpreters, 
" Will you ask of me of things to come con- 
cerning my sons, and concerning the work 
of my hands will ye command me ? " Will 
you not allow me the liberty which your- 
selves take, of disposing of my own children 
and works as I see fit? Must I give you 
an account of these matters ? Will you set 
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bounds to me by your commands/ &c? — 
Poole. 

Jehovah then begins His reply in verse 1 2, 
declaring that Cyrus (as a type of the 
Messiah) 'shall build his city and let go 
his captives ; ' and thus all His purposes of 
wisdom and mercy towards His sons shall be 
brought about 
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Look unto the rock whence ye are hewn. — 
Isa. li. 1. 

These words are usually quoted to remind 
the believer of what he was by nature — utterly 
vile and unworthy ; but I think Barnes gives 
the true explanation of the passage : * The 
essential idea here is that God had formed 
the nation from the beginning, as a mason 
constructing a building ; that He had, so to 
speak, taken the materials, rough and un- 
hewn, from the very quarry; that He had 
shaped and fitted them, and moulded them 
into an edifice. The idea is not that their 
origin was dishonourable or obscure. The 
purpose of the reference here is not to humble 
them as if they had had an ignoble origin. I t 
is not that Abraham was not an honoured 
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ancestor, or that they should be ashamed of 
the founders of their nation, but the idea is, 
that God had the entire moulding of the 
nation, that He had formed it out of. its 
primary materials, that He had taken Abra- 
ham and Sarah from a distant land, and had 
formed them into a great people and nation 
for His own purpose. The argument is, that 
He that had done this, was able to raise 
them from captivity, and reconduct them to 
their own land, and make them again a great 
people; that God had been their protector 
from the very foundation of their nation, and 
that they had abundant cause to confide in 
Him still.' We may perhaps compare this 
with Deut xxxii. 39, and observe that as He 
there exhorted them to look forward to their 
glorious latter end, to stimulate them in their 
course, so here He encourages them by re- 
minding them of their honourable origin, and 
the power and faithfulness of that God who 
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had at first called Abraham, and blessed 
him, and who would assuredly accomplish 
all His purpose and promises concerning 
His seed. 
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They shall see eye to eye.— Isa. lii. 8. 

Commonly quoted as if the expression ap- 
plied to that agreement of views between 
the Lord's people that is so much to be 
desired, but which can never be attained till 

* they know even as they are known/ 

The meaning, however, is evidently 'face 
to face/ as Jeremiah says to Zedekiah, 
' Thine eyes shall see the eyes of the king 
of Babylon.' (Jer. xxxiv. 3.) And 'Thine 
eyes shall behold the king in his beauty.' 
(Isa. xxxiii. 17.) And thus shall we see the 
king of Zion, when the Lord shall bring 
again Zion, 'for when he shall appear we 
shall see him as he is.' (1 John, iii. 2.) Or 
as the same Apostle says in Rev. xxii. 4, 

* His servants shall serve him, and they shall 
see his face % and his name shall be in their 
foreheads.' 

E 
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So shall my word be that proceedeth out of my 
mouth: it shall not return unto me void, 
&»c. — Isa. lv. ii. 

The second clause in this passage is fre- 
quently quoted as an encouragement to 
preachers of the gospel, that the word spoken 
by them shall produce an effect ; and this is 
a truth plainly taught by the Apostle when he 
says, 'We are unto God a sweet savour of 
Christ in them that are saved, and in them 
that perish. To the one we are the savour of 
death unto death ; and to the other the sa- 
vour of life unto life. 9 But in the passage in 
question, the force of the words seems rather 
to be that the prophetic word of the Lord shall 
surely be accomplished. That, however mar- 
vellous it may be in their eyes, what He has 
said shall surely come to pass, that 'they 
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shall go out with joy, and be led forth with 
peace ; that instead of the thorn shall come 
up the fir-tree, . . . and that it shall be to 
the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign 
that shall not be cut off.' 
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J have trodden the wine-press alone. — 

Isa. Ixiii. 3. 

Not unfrequently applied to the sufferings 
of our Divine Saviour, as Bishop Heber 
writes ; — 

1 Alone didst pass the dark and dismal shore, 
Alone didst tread the wine-press, and alone, 
All-glorious in thy gore, 
Didst light and life restore 
To us, who lay in darkness and undone/ 

Bishop Heber. 

And another hymn-writer : — 

1 Alone the dreadful race He ran, 
Alone the wine-press trod ; 
He groans, He dies ; — behold the man ! 
He lives behold the God !' 

From Rev. H. V. Elliott's Collection. 

Not only is such an application of the 
passage altogether at variance with the con- 
text, but it makes absolute nonsense, inas- 
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much as the active is thus confounded with 
the passive. 

For did He tread the wine-press of His 
anger when He suffered? Was He not 
rather trodden in that of His Father's wrath ? 

To tread the wine-press is to execute ven- 
geance, not to suffer, and it is plainly to this 
period, yet future, that the whole passage 
from which these words are extracted, refers ; 
the day when Satan and all the wicked shall 
be bruised under His feet and the feet of 
His people. (Rom. xvi. 20.) 'I will tread 
them in mine anger and trample them in my 
fury, and their blood shall be sprinkled, &c, 
for the day of vengeance is in my heart' (See 
Rev. xiv. 19; xix. 11, 13.) 

' Christ is described here, not as a priest 
sacrificing or shedding His own blood, but 
as a king conquering and shedding the blood 
of His and His Church's enemies ; hence it 
is said, " their blood," not His own ; besides 
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to show that it cannot fairly relate to His 
passion, Christ could expect no help in that, 
for He knew none could; but here He 
looked, and wondered that there was none.' 
—Poole. 

' This is not to be understood of the Mes- 
siah's first coming, which was out ofZion, 
out of the tribe of Judah, and out of Beth- 
lehem Ephratah, nor of His ascension to 
heaven, — for that was from the land of 
Judea, from Mount Olivet, — but of His 
coming, yet future, to take vengeance on 
Antichrist, &c. " with dyed or stained gar- 
ments," i.e. with the blood of His. ene- 
mies. So Sarchi, to which agrees the appa- 
rel of Christ (Rev. xix. 13), which chapter 
is the best commentary upon this passage, 
referring to the same time and case.* — Gill. 



Digitized by Google 



and Misapplied, 55 



When the enemy shall come in,&*c. — Isa. lix. 16. 

' It is remarkable,' as Barnes says, ' that our 
translators have departed from all ancient 
versions in the translation and interpreta- 
tion of this passage, and from nearly all 
modern expositions of this place ; and is it to 
be regarded/ he says, * as undoubtedly erro- 
neous.' The Septuagint renders it, ' For the 
wrath of the Lord will come like an im- 
petuous stream; it will come with fury/ 
Jerome ( Vulgate) renders it, 4 When He shall 
come as a violent stream which the Spirit of 
the Lord drives along.' The reason of this 
variety of interpretation is the ambiguity of 
the Hebrew words which occur in the verse. 
The word rendered in the English version, 
6 enemy,' may mean either — 1, enemy; or 2, 
straits, affliction ; or 3, strait, narrow. It may 
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be, therefore, here, either a noun or an adjec- 
tive, qualifying the word ' stream/ and then 
it will denote a river that is closely confined 
within its banks, and that is urged forward 
by a mass of accumulating waters, or by 
a mighty wind — here evidently by both. 
The phrase, ' The Spirit of the Lord/ may 
denote < The wind of Jehovah/ and be ap- 
plied, as Lowth and others have applied it, 
to denote a strong and violent wind urging 
on a mass of waters through a confined 
place. The word rendered in the English 
version * lift up a standard/ in the margin, 
* put him to flight/ may just as well be ren- 
dered * impelled, or driven on/ and the whole 
passage means that Jehovah would come 
(to deliver His people and prostrate 
His foes) with the impetuosity of a vio- 
lent river compressed between narrow 
banks, and driven by a mighty wind. 
This view seems to be in accordance with 



Digitized by Google 



and Misapplied, 57 



the context, and especially with the words 
that follow : ' And the Redeemer shall come 
to Zion, and unto them that turn from trans- 
gression in Jacob, saith the Lord and 
moreover, to be in accordance with the 
whole voice of prophecy, while, on the other 
hand, we are led to expect that when ' the 
enemy ' comes, he will be permitted, in the 
first instance, to make war with the saints, 
and to overcome them (Rev. xiii. 7), and ' to 
wear out the saints of the Most High, and 
they shall be given into his hand ; afterwards 
indeed, the judgment shall sit, and they shall 
take away his judgment/ &c. (Dan. vii. 
25-28). 
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The slain of the Lord shall be many. — 

Isa. lxvi. 1 6. 

Here is no question of criticism, but of vio- 
lent distortion of a passage to a purpose 
plainly and entirely contrary to its simple 
meaning. Yet how common is it for good 
men in evangelistic addresses or extempore 
prayers to apply these words to the victories 
of the cross by the power of the Spirit ; even 
Bagster puts at the head of the chapter con- 
taining these words, 'The enlargement of 
the Church.' Whereas nothing can be plainer 
than that they and the whole context refer to 
victories of the Lord c by fire and sword' 
over His enemies. ' When his arrows [shall 
be sharp in the heart of his enemies, and the 
people shall fall under him.' (Ps. xlv. 6.) 
The chapter includes also the re-establish- 



Digitized by Google 



and Misapplied. 59 



ment of Jerusalem, with the mission of the 
escaped of them to declare His glory to those 
Gentiles who had never heard His fame nor 
seen His glory ; but it certainly has nothing 
to do with the present preaching of the gos- 
pel of the grace of God. 
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Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My 
father, thou art the guide of my youth f — 

Jer. iiL 4. 

These words are usually understood and 
quoted as an exhortation to the people to 
use this language of the returning prodigal, 
or of Ephraim bemoaning himself, as in 
chap. xxxi. 18. But when read with the 
context, are they not the hypocritical pro- 
fession of a backsliding and traitrous peo- 
ple? They had a whore's forehead, and 
refused to be ashamed, yet they cried unto 
the Lord, ' My Father, thou art the guide of 
my youth. Will He reserve His anger for 
ever ? Will He keep it to the end ? Behold 
thou hast spoken and done as evil things as 
thou couldest.' Some translate this last 
clause, ' Behold thus hast thou spoken, but 
(all the while) done as evil things as thou 
ouldest.' 
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The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and 
we are not saved. — Jer. viii. 20. 

These words are sometimes put into the 
mouth of those who are ever intending to 
seek the salvation of their souls, but let sea- 
son after season go by without getting any 
nearer to heaven ; and sinners are warned to 
' seek the Lord while he may be found/ &c. 
lest their day of grace be ended, and they 
have to mourn at last over opportunities lost, 
and all hope of salvation past, irretrievably 
and for ever. 

But a very slight consideration of the 
context will show that this does not accord 
with the meaning of the words as used by 
the prophet. Judah had hoped that the 
alliance of the King of Egypt would protect 
them against Nebuchadnezzar ; but it was a 
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vain hope, and so they were brought to say, 
as in Lam. iv. 17, 'As for us, our eyes as 
yet failed for our vain help ! in our watching 
we have watched for a nation that could not 
save us.' Or in the words of the text, ' The 
harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we 
are not saved.' The season in which we 
hoped for relief is past. It is too late for 
the Egyptians now to move to our succour, 
and there is nothing before us but impending 
ruin. ' The winter is no time for war, — the 
year is gone, and we are still frustrated in 
our expectations. , — Poole. See also Gill in 
loco. 

The obvious instruction to be deduced 
from this appears to be that contained in 
that striking passage in chap, xvii., ' Cursed 
be man that trusteth in man, and maketh 
flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth 
from the- Lord;' and if the word 'saved 7 
(so strongly associated in the mind of Christ- 
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ians with the salvation of the sou/), had not 
occurred in the passage the text would, pro- 
bably, never have been applied to any other 
meaning. Now, however, the vain hope of 
salvation from Egypt is understood 'spirit- 
ually,' as it is termed, as if the help they 
had looked for and been disappointed of 
had been from the Lord. By ' spiritually ' 
is meant * figuratively but can the Egypt- 
ians be taken figuratively for the Lord? 
Nay, so far from it, the one is mentioned 
in contrast to the other ; and it is not, there- 
fore, a case where the one meaning can be 
called the primary, and the other the 
secondary sense of the passage. 

Would it not be much better to leave this 
text in its natural meaning, and to take 
another, — the parable of the barren fig-tree, 
for instance, — to enforce the important les- 
son of the danger of neglecting the means of 
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grace, and delaying our repentance, lest, 
'being often reproved and hardening our 
neck, we be suddenly destroyed, and that 
without remedy?' (Prov. xxix. i.) 
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/ know the way of man is not in himself it is 
not in man that walktth to direct his steps. 

Jer. x. 23. 

Commonly quoted to express the feelings of 
the believer who sincerely desires to do what 
is right, but is painfully conscious of his in- 
ability to carry into effect those things which 
he has purposed in the spirit, and thus he 
calls upon Him, ' from whom all holy desires, 
all good counsels, and all just works do pro- 
ceed,' 'to establish the work of his hands/ 
&c, &c. 

An examination, however, of the context 
and of the circumstances under which the 
prophet spoke the words f will show, I think, 
that he did not use them in this sense, and 
that the 'man* spoken of was not himself, 
nor the people of Jerusalem, but the ungodly 

V 
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Nebuchadnezzar, whose steps were being 
ordered by God without his at all so meaning 
it. (Isa. x. 7.) Scott says, ' By thus address- 
ing God, the prophet taught the people in 
what light to view their calamities, and how 
to pray respecting them. He speaketh this 
because that Nebuchadnezzar purposed to 
have made war against the Moabites and 
Ammonites, but hearing of Zedekiah's rebel- 
lion he turned his power against Jerusalem. 
In this enterprise he had been guided and 
prospered by God, who employed him to 
punish His rebellious people. The hand of 
the Lord must therefore be acknowledged 
and His justice submitted to in these afflictive 
dispensations.' — Scott. 

Compare with Ezek. xxi. 19-21, where we 
find, 'the king of Babylon standing at the 
parting of the way at the head of the two 
ways to use divination,' undetermined which 
•» should first attack, Rabbath or Jerusalem, 



Digitized by Google 



and Misapplied, 67 



and the Lord so overruled it that his inqui- 
ries by three kinds of divination all concurred 
in determining him to march against Jerusa- 
lem rather than against Rabbath. Gill, also, 
mentions that the passage was thus under- 
stood by the Jewish commentators. It is 
true that both Scott and Gill accommodate 
the words to the sense usually given to them, 
but I cannot but think that when there is no 
lack of passages in Scripture teaching that 
the wisdom, and righteousness, and strength, 
and salvation of the righteous, are of the 
Lord, it is better to appropriate this passage 
(according to its literal and primary meaning) 
to comforting the people of God when suffer- 
ing at the hand of man, by the consideration 
that such chastisements are of the Lord's 
appointment, that they will be no heavier 
than is needful for them, and will cease when 
they have done their work. Thus the * Lord 
corrects His people, but with judgment, not 
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in His anger, lest He bring them to nothing/ 
but c pours out His fury upon the heathen ' 
(v. 24), who were at ease, and when He was 
but a little displeased, helped forward the 
affliction. (Zech. i. 15.) Thus Joseph said 
in the retrospect of his afflictions, 'As for 
you, ye thought evil against me ; but God 
meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is 
this day.' (Gen. 1. 20.) And David, in regard 
to Shimei's curses, ' So let him curse, because 
the Lord hath said unto him, Curse David. 
Who then shall say, Wherefore hast thou 
done so?' And Jeremiah himself, in Lam. 
iii. 37, 38, 'Who is he that saith, and it 
conieth to pass, when the Lord commandeth 
it not ? Out of the mouth of the Most High 
proceedeth not evil and good ? Wherefore 
doth a living man complain, a man for the 
punishment of his sins?' 

Dr. Durell, quoted by Blayney, reads the 
passage thus : ' I know with respect to Jeho- 



Digitized by Google 



and Misapplied. 69 



vah that His way is not like that of a mortal ; 
that He doth not walk nor direct His steps 
like a man/ This sense is also adopted by 
the Syriac version. 

Whether ' the way ' and ' the steps ' be 
those of Jehovah Himself, or of Nebuchad- 
nezzar under His direction, is, in effect, the 
same thing, for so we read in 2 Sam. xxiv., 
that 'the Lord moved David:' and in 1 
Chron. xxi. 1, that Satan 'provoked him to 
number Israel.' 
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Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone. — 

Hosea, iv. 17. 

Commonly quoted to show that man may 
sin till God will give him up or 'let him 
alone/ and, seeing that God does not say, / 
will let him alone, he is supposed to utter an 
apostrophe thus : ' Conscience, let him alone ; 
ministers, let him alone ; providence, let him 
alone ; let nothing awaken him till the flames 
of hell do it* — Henry. 

But an examination of the context will, I 
think, show that the Lord is addressing 
Judah, and exhorting her, for her own sake, 
Do thou, Judah, let him alone. 'Though 
Israel play the harlot, (yet) let not Judah 
offend.' 

Our Lord uses the very same words (ac- 
cording to our version) in reference to thej 
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Scribes and Pharisees : ' Let them alone, 
they be blind leaders of the blind/ &c. (Matt 
xv. 14; so also Prov. iv. 14): 'Enter not in 
the path of the wicked, and go not in the 
way of evil men.' And in 2 Cor. vi. 17 : 
'Come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing.' 

Poole paraphrases the passage thus : 
' He is indeed obstinately bent on his old 
courses, and as such throw him up : he will 
not return; let him wander; but let it be 
alone, O Judah ; be not his companion, his 
friend ; go not with him.' 

That God did not reprobate Ephraim on 
account of his idolatry is plain, from the gra- 
cious declaration in the last verse but one of 
the prophecy, where he foretells that 'Ephraim 
(shall say), What have I to do any more with 
idols?' 
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Prepare to meet thy God. — Amos, iv. 12. 

Sometimes quoted as if addressed to the 
dying, without reference to their state, and 
as if it were applicable to a dying saint as 
well as to a dying rebel ; but it clearly is in- 
tended for the latter only, and that in the 
midst as well as the end of his course ; for it 
is the Almighty's challenge to the incorrigible. 

4 Because none of my former methods 
have succeeded, as in reason might have 
been expected, in some more terrible manner 
will I proceed against thee, and therefore my 
best advice to you is to consider it well ; if 
you think well of it, possibly you may see 
and prevent the threatened evil ; if you refuse 
to return, know that you must perish, for you 
can never make good your cause against 
God, and yet you must meet Him, for He 
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will, ere He hath done with you, end the 
controversy. Thy God, i e., who was once 
thy God, and whom thou still ownest for thy 
God, and who would be thine if thou repent. ' 
—Poole. 
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Arise ye, and depart; for this is not your rest: 
because it is polluted. — Micah, ii. 10. 

Thus far the text is quoted, the colon after 
'rest' being disregarded, and the comma 
after polluted being treated as a full stop. 
And then, the passage is applied as a warn- 
ing to men 'not to set their affection on 
things on earth,' &c, and to remember that 
'here have we no continuing city, and to 
seek one to come.' 

A comparison, however, of the whole text 
with its context, and with parallel passages, 
will show that the command to depart is not 
given by way of exhortation, but as a denun- 
ciation of punishment for the sins of those 
who have polluted the land, *,because it is 
polluted, it shall destroy you;' as is again 
said in chap. iv. 10 : 'Be in pain, and labour 
to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, like a 
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woman in travail : for now thou shalt go 
forth out of the city, and thou shalt dwell in 
the field, and thou shalt go even to Babylon.' 
They were to be expelled from their pleasant 
land, even as Satan was expelled from heaven, 
and Adam from Paradise, and the Canaanites 
from Canaan (Lev. xviii. 25-28), which they 
severally * polluted* or 'defiled* by their 
wickedness. Similar language is used by 
Isaiah, xxiii. 12, when he tells the 'daughter 
of Zidon ' to ' arise, and pass over to Chit- 
tim;' and by Jeremiah, in Lam. iv. 15: 
' Depart ye ; (it is) unclean ; depart, depart, 
touch not: when they fled away and wan- 
dered, they said among the heathen, They 
shall no more sojourn there. The anger of 
the Lord hath divided them,' &c. It seems 
a great misconception of Scripture analogy 
to take the land of Canaan as a figure of this 
world, which we are to forsake ; and Babylon 
of that better one, which we are to seek. 
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Write the vision, and make it plain upon 
' tables, that he may run tlia't readeth it. — 

Hab. ii. 2. 

Commonly quoted in proof of the plainness 
of Scripture, and usually quoted incorrectly 
to favour that meaning the words being re- 
versed thus: 'That he that runneth may 
read ' instead of ' that he may run that read- 
eth.' So Keble writes in his well-known 
hymn beginning : — 

' There is a book who runs may read/ 

That God's words are ' all plain to him that 
understandeth ' (/. e. is willing to understand) 
and ' give understanding to the simple ' is a 
blessed truth, but the verse before us does 
not declare it 

The true meaning, however, seems to be 
that given by Adam Clarke : — 'That he who 
attentively peruses it make speed to save his 
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life from the irruption of the Chaldeans, by 
which so many shall be cut off. The pro- 
phet does not mean that the words are to be 
made so plain that a man running by may 
easily read them and catch their meaning. 
This interpretation has been frequently given ; 
and it has been incautiously applied to the 
whole of the Bible : " God's Book is so plain 
that he that runs may read ; " but it is very 
foolish. God never intends that his words 
shall be understood by the careless. He 
that reads, studies, meditates, and prays, 
shall understand every portion of this sacred 
book that relates immediately to his own salva- 
tion. But no irifler can understand it. If the 
contents of a play-bill were to be read, as many 
read the Bible, they would know just as much 
of the one as they do of the other.'* — Clarke. 

* The writer does not mean to commit himself to 
these observations of the learned commentator with- 
out some modiB cation. 
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Davidson says the words may have been 
'a proverbial expression, denoting extreme 
activity in the performance of duty; or it may 
mean that he who reads may understand it 
so' clearly as to be impressed with its import- 
ance, and feel impelled to make it known 
quickly, as a messenger commissioned to de- 
liver important news.' 
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The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh (is) 
weak, — Matt. xxvi. 41. 

Are these words of our Lord to be taken as 
a merciful excuse for His sleeping disciples, 
because their bodies were weary, or as a 
warning to them to * watch and pray,' because 
of trials yet to come upon them, and which 
they would want moral courage to endure 
without special grace from on high? The 
latter sense is adopted by Whitby, and cer- 
tainly appears most agreeable to the context 
and the circumstances of the case : ' It is as 
if He should have said, You have all made 
large promises — yet let me tell you that when 
temptation actually assaults, the weakness of 
the flesh will certainly prevail over these reso- 
lutions, if you use not the greatest vigilance, 
and do not pray with fervency for Divine 
assistance/ — Whitbv. 
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It would have been well for all, especially 
for Peter, if they had attended to their Lord's 
admonition. 

It is a common but great mistake to take 

* the flesh ' in such passages as the natural 
body, instead of the fleshly mi fid; that 

* <f>poyrjpa aapicoc,* which doth remain, yea, in 
them that are regenerated.' (Art. ix.) This 
is the error adopted by the Papists in their 
teaching in regard to 'mortification of the 
flesh,' which leads to all that ' punishing of 
the body ' (see marg.), which is indeed 4 not 
in any honour/ but to (or, as some read it, 
' is not of any value against ') * the satisfying 
of the flesh.' (Col. ii. 23.) 

There is a double nature in all 
believers. . . . The experience of all true 

* In the strength of this evil principle lies the 
weakness of the flesh to perform the good which is 
proposed, as much as to refrain from the evil which is 
hated. (Rom. vii.) 
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Christians confirms this. They find within 
two contrary principles and a continual strife 
between the two ; to these two principles our 
Lord alludes when He addresses these words 
to His half-awakened disciples. But does 
our Lord excuse their weakness ? Be it far 
from us to think so. Those who draw this 
conclusion mistake His meaning. He uses 
that very weakness as an argument for watch- 
fulness and prayer : He teaches us that the 
very fact that we are encompassed with in- 
firmity should stir us up continually to 
" watch and pray." ' — Ryle. 



G 
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And there came a certain poor widow, and she 
cast in two mites. — Mark, xii. 42. 

We often hear of and read in subscription- 
Hsts of ' A widow's mite,' or ' A poor man's 
mite/ and no doubt many persons of very 
moderate circumstances contribute a large 
proportion of their small means to pious 
objects : but no one is authorized to dignify 
his or her gift by the name of 'a widow's 
mite/ unless they do as she did, viz., ' cast 
in all that she had, even all her living.' 
Whether it is the duty of any person to do 
so, is a question that must be decided by 
each man's conscience ; but nothing short ot 
such entire devotion of all the poor man or 
woman's store, or at least of a whole day's 
living (as understood by some), to the cause 
of God, can truly be called 4 his or her mite.' 
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It is to be feared that many a niggardly 
giver uses the specious name of ' a widow's 
mite/ when, in fact, he is ' casting in of his 
abundance,' but wants an excuse for the 
smallness of his contribution.* 

* The opposite to this passage is equally misunder- 
stood (Mark, xiv. 8), 'She hath done what she 
could,' that is, muck, because she could do much, not 
little — as most in their quotations imply. Mary had 
given 300 pence (about 10/.), a large sum when labour 
was a penny a-day. 
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And suddenly there was with the angel a mul- 
titude of the heavenly host, f raising God, 
and saying, Gfory to God, Sec. 

Luke, ii. 13, 14. 

I heard the voice of many angels, saying with 
a loud voice. Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain, &c. — Rev. v. 11, 12. 

Who doubts that the angels sing ? But what 
do we know about what these heavenly 
beings do, but what we learn from Scripture ? 
The only passage which bears any resem- 
blance to such being declared as a fact, is 
that in Job, xxxviii. 7, where it is written 
that when the foundations of the earth were 
fastened, 'the morning stars sang together, 
and all the sons of God shouted for joy.' 
It is generally assumed that by these the 
angels are meant, but there is no pYoof of its, 
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being so, except that only living and ra- 
tional beings sing, and that at that time 
there were no such beings but the angels. 
I am not prepared to dispute the force of 
this reasoning, but I may remark that the 
same actions, shouting for joy and singing, 
are attributed symbolically to pastures and 
valleys, in Ps. lxv. 13. 

The strong point against these 'herald 
angels singing' is, that the word \tyovrtq, 
saying, is used, instead of vfivovvrec, hymning ; 
and so also in Rev. v. 12, it is to be ob- 
served that whilst the redeemed sing, the 
angels say, ' Worthy is the Lamb,' &c. 

Would any human writer — at least, in 
modern' times — have used the latter word ? 
Also in Isa. vi. 3, none of the Lord's train 
which filled the temple are represented as 
singing, and even the seraphims cry unto 
one another, and say, i Holy, holy, holy/ &c. 
Is there not an unmistakable significance in 
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the silence of Scripture as to ' the songs of 
the angels?' And is there not an obvious 
reason why men do sing, which does not 
apply to angels — namely, that they are re- 
deemed ? The first song mentioned in Scrip- 
ture is that after the Passover, and deliver- 
ance from Egypt; and the last a repetition 
of the same as the song of Moses, the ser- 
vant of the Lord, and the song of the Lamb. 
(Rev. xv. 3.) But if the universally ac- 
cepted notion on the subject is an error, 
without warrant of Holy Scripture, what are 
we to do with our hymn-books? 
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Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for 
many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, 
and shall not be able. — Luke, xiii. 24. 

A contrast is sometimes said to be drawn 
in this passage between striving and seeking 
to enter in, and hearers are warned lest they 
be of the number of those who only ' seek 
and are not able ; 9 whereas, by removing the 
full stop at the end of the verse and carry- 
ing on the sense to the following verse, it 
will be seen that our Lord is exhorting the 
people to seek to enter in at once, declaring 
that they ' shall not be able when once the 
Master of the house is risen up and hath 
shut to the door,' &c. Then will it be too 
late I The same word is used as in the ex- 
hortation in Matt. vii. 7, to seek with the 
promise that i every one 9 who does so 
c findeth,' that is, if he seeks now. ' Behold, 
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now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation.' (2 Cor. vi. 2.) 

'Be careful, O ye Jews, now to believe 
and obey my word, before the kingdom be 
taken from you, and the gate of the Gospel 
banquet be shut, so that you after knock in 
vain for entrance.' — Whitby, 

Ryle says upon this passage, ' Stier labours 
to make a distinction here between "seeking" 
and " striving." This distinction appears to 
me over-refined and quite unnecessary. The 
time when men shall seek to enter, and " not 
be able," seems to me most plainly to be at 
the last day, when the door of mercy is 
shut for ever. The whole context shows this, 
and the language used is parallel to that in 
the parable of the wise and foolish virgins.' 
That there is a state of mind to which some 
may come in which they shall seek God after 
a manner, and yet not find him, I do not deny. 
All I maintain is that it is not taught here. 
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One shall be taken , and the other left. — 
.Luke, xvii. 34. 

The ' one taken ' is very generally spoken of 
as the one dragged off by the Romans, while 
the one left is supposed to escape ; but the 
word TrapaXn<pOT}<T€rai is never, I believe, 
used in such a sense in the New Testament, 
but often in that of a kind reception, as in 
John, xiv. 3, ' I will receive you unto myself.' 
Acpoi is the word used for carrying away a 
captive. From which it would appear that 
our Lord is referring not to the Roman car> 
tivity, but to His own coming. 
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Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and 
my head. — John, xiii. 9. 

How often these words are used in hymns 
and prayers, to express the desire of the 
worshipper to be thoroughly cleansed from 
his iniquity, as in the following : — 

* Wash me, and make me thus Thine own ; 
Wash me, and mine Thou art 
Wash me, but not my feet alone, 
My hands, my head, my heart.' 

But is not this persisting in doing the very 
thing for which the Lord corrected Peter, 
and ignoring what we, who are better in- 
structed, ought to believe, that ' the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin?' 
(1 John, i. 7.) And that the worst sinners, 
when they believe are ' washed, sanctified, 
justified/ as truly and completely as they 
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ever can be, always admitting degrees of per- 
sonal attainments in spiritual wisdom and holi- 
ness of walk. When we are once washed, we 
need not save to wash our feet from the daily 
contaminations of the world, and that we 
must do for one another by the ministry of 
the word. No doubt our Lord also intended 
to teach His disciples, that they were to 
wash each other's feet by mutual good offices, 
involving often acts of condescension to 
brethren of low estate, even the least and 
lowest of that body of which Christ, our 
Lord and Master, is the Common Head. 
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Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. — 

Acts, xx vi. 28. 

Many excellent sermons have been preached 
and a book written upon * the almost 
Christian,' one that is ' not far from the 
kingdom "of God, but not in it.' A character 
very different from that of Agrippa, who 
never was persuaded to make the slightest 
profession of being a Christian, but lived and 
died a notoriously wicked man. 

The difference between being very like a 
Christian, and yet falling short, and being 
' almost persuaded to leave off ungodliness 
and become a follower of Jesus, is manifest- 
Alas ! how many similar instances does 
history, ancient and modern, afford of men 
of clear and candid minds, but of strong 
passions and stubborn wills, who, though 
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convinced of. the 6 truth and soberness ' of 
the Christian's faith and practice, have not 
been able to make up their minds to forsake 
their worldly and sinful companions and 
pleasures, to take up their cross and to fol- 
low Christ. Perhaps there are few (in this 
country at least), even of the most daring and 
hardened sinners, who have not at some 
time of their lives had thoughts of becoming 
Christians. With what remorse will those 
who have resisted the light and the strivings 
of the Spirit, look back from another world, 
on these critical moments in their history ! 
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WJw hold the truth in unrighteousness. — 

Rom. i. 1 8. 

These words are often applied to an incon- 
sistent profession of the truth ; whereas they 
are spoken of the heathen, who will not 
yield to (k*tzxovtuv, restraining) the truth as 
far as they might know it from the works of 
creation, even 'the eternal power and God- 
head of the Creator.' 

'These natural notions concerning God 
and their neighbour they did not obey and 
follow, but wickedly suppressed them. They 
imprisoned the truth, they acknowledged, that 
they might sin more securely. The metaphor 
is taken from tyrants who oppress the inno- 
cent and imprison them.' — Poole. 
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Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the 
things that God hath prepared for them 
that love Him. — 1 Cor. ii. 9. 

Commonly quoted as if these expressions 
referred exclusively to future reward. It is 
remarkable that when this text is quoted, the 
words ' to conceive ' are almost always inter- 
polated* Cut in the whole previous and subse- 
quent context the apostle is speaking of that 
' preaching of the cross ' which was ' to the 
Jews a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks 
foolishness/ but was 'wisdom among them 
that are perfect ; ' and after having quoted the 
above passage from Isaiah, he goes on to 
say, ' But God hath revealed them to us by 
His Spirit, for the Spirit searcheth all things ; 
yea, the deep things of God ; ' and then 
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draws the contrast between 'the natural 
man, who receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God,' and ' the spiritual man, jvho 
judgeth (discerneth, margin) all things.' 

Gill says, ' The words are not to be under- 
stood of the glories and happiness of the 
future state, though they are indeed invisible, 
unheard of, and inconceivable ; but of the 
doctrines of grace and mysteries of the 
Gospel, as the context and reason of their 
citation abundantly show/ 

Doddridge paraphrases the passage thus : 
' But this is as it is written (Isa. lxiv. 4), 
when the prophet, speaking of the blessings 
of Messiah's kingdom, says, " Eye hath not 
seen," &c, nor hath the generality of man- 
kind, or even the people who enjoyed the 
benefit of the Jewish Scripture, any just con- 
ception of the nature of this sublime plan, 
and the method by which it was to be ac- 
complished. But God hath revealed them 
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to us Christians, and especially to us his 
apostles, by "extraordinary inspiration of 
His Spirit." ' 

Whitby also adopts the same view of the 
passage. 
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I will pray with the spirit^ and I will 
pray with the understanding also. — 

1 Cor. xiv. 15. 

Commonly quoted, especially in prayers, as 
if the latter clause signified praying heartily 
and sincerely; but the context shows that 
the apostle is contrasting the praying with 
one's own spirit, and praying so as to be 
understood by others. 

Blomefield says, 'rp voi is equivalent to 
etc to voeitrdai;' or, as Davidson translates 
it, ' with my meaning understood.' ' His 
sense is, that, though on some occasions he 
might choose to make use of his extraordinary 
gift, yet he would also pray in a language in 
which he might be understood by the people, 
so that they might be able to join with him, 
and receive some fruit and advantage thereby ; 
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and that their souls might be refreshed as 
well as hiV — Gill. 

These words, then, may be turned into a 
very suitable prayer as applied to those who 
conduct the devotions of a church, but not 
to those who join in them. 
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Being crafty I caught you with guile. — 

2 Cor. xii. 1 6. 

Sometimes quoted as if the apostle by his 
own example sanctioned the use of ' crafty ' 
means in order to attain the holy end of 
* catching men. ' (Luke, v. 10.) 

Were this his true meaning, it would 
indeed furnish an excellent plea for the 
Popish doctrine of 'pious fraud.' Almost 
all commentators, however, agree in view- 
ing this as one of those instances which 
frequently occur in the writings of the 
apostle, when he puts words into the mouth 
of an adversary or objector in order to 
reply to the charge. So far from boasting 
of his 'guile,' he repudiates the imputa- 
tion of having used any such means, directly 
r indirectly, in all his intercourse with 
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them at Corinth. 'Perhaps it will be 
insinuated that being subtle I took you by 

an artifice I defy the boldest of my 

enemies to allege what must recoil upon 
himself with so much infamy. ' — Doddridge. 

And so the apostle continues in defence 
of himself and his fellow-labourers, ' Did I 
make a gain of you by any of them whom I 
sent unto you ? I desired Titus, and with 
him I sent a brother. Did Titus make a 
gain of you? walked we not in the same 
spirit ? walked we not in the same steps ?' 
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Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the 
faith; prove your own selves. — 2 Cor. xiL 5. 

Commonly quoted as an exhortation to 
self-examination, lest any should deceive 
themselves as to their real state before God. 

But what was the matter the Apostle 
had in hand? Was it not the truth of 
his apostleship which was impugned by 
certain false apostles, who sought to under- 
mine his influence at Corinth ? 

He boldly declares, in chap. xii. 5, that 
he supposes himself 'not a whit behind 
the very chiefest apostles;' and proves his 
claim, first, by his multiplied labours, perils, 
and privations, endured on behalf of the 
Church; secondly, by 'the visions and 
revelations of the Lord* which he had 
seen; thirdly, by 'the signs of an apostle, 
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wrought among them in signs and won- 
ders;' and, fourthly, he adduces, as a 
proof of Christ speaking in him, their own 
faith; appealing to them in the words of 
the text, 'Examine yourselves, whether ye 
be in the faith ; ' you must, or ought to know 
your own selves, how that Christ is in you, 
* except that ye be reprobates/ or spurious 
Christians, so ye shall know from this very 
fact that we are not reprobate or spurious 
apostles. 

KloKipoq — adulterinus — non sincerus. — 
Scapula, See also Adam Clarke, in loco. 

It would be well if those who attach so 
much value to 1 apostolical succession * would 
consider the force of this inspired test of 
apostleship. 
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Immediately I conferred not with flesh and 
blood. — Gal. i. 16. 

To confer with flesh and blood, is a phrase 
almost always used as expressing a consult- 
ing our own feelings and inclinations, and 
very rarely in the sense of consulting with 
our fellow-men; and yet almost all com- 
mentators give the latter as the primary 
and the former as the secondary meaning 
included in the expression. Thus this is an 
instance of the truth of what I have said in 
my preface, that those who are in the habit 
of using a Scripture phrase in its accommo- 
dated, or what they would perhaps call its 
extended sense, entirely lose sight of, and 
never apply, it in its simple meaning. 

But is the secondary sense even included 
here ? The Apostle does, indeed, in other 
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places, speak of 'the flesh which lusteth 
against the spirit,' but is he here at all 
referring to his own corrupt nature ? Does 
not the scope of the whole passage show 
that he is simply proving this one point, 
viz., 'that the Gospel which was preached 
by him was not after man, for neither had 
he received it of man, neither was he taught 
it but by the revelation of Jesus Christ?' 
(Vers. 11, 12.) And so he goes on to say 
that, 'when it pleased God to reveal his 
Son in him, immediately he conferred not 
with flesh and blood (i. e., with any other 
person), neither went to Jerusalem to them 
which were apostles before him, but went 
into Arabia,' &c. 

Adam Clarke, who, however questionable 
in his divinity, is undoubtedly an able critical 
commentator, says on this place, 'I did 
not take counsel with men ; ' ' <rap£ kcu 
ai/xa, which is a literal translation of the 
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Hebrew words for flesh and blood, which 
are a periphrasis for man, human being, or 
beings of any kind.* Many suppose that 
the Apostle means he did not dally, or take 
counsel with the erroneous suggestions and 
unrenewed propensities of his own heart or 
those of others, but no such thing is intended 
by the text St. Paul was satisfied that his 
call was of God ; he had, therefore, no occa- 
sion to consult man*' — Clarke. 

* This does not contradict p. 46, where stands 
alone, and is not joined with alp*. 
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For we are members of His body, of His flesh, 
and of His bones. — Eph. v. 30. 

How common is it to hear preachers and 
others, when speaking of our Lord's hu- 
manity, say, ' He was bone of our bone, 
and flesh of our flesh/ as if this were a Scrip- 
ture statement ; but how seldom do we hear 
the Church spoken of as ' members of His 
body, of His flesh, and of His bones/ as in 
the verse we have under consideration. It 
may be said that it comes to the same thing 
to say we are bone of His bone, &c, and to 
say that He is bone of our bone, &c. 

But would it be true to say Adam was 
bone of the bone, &c. of Eve, because he 
said, ' This is now bone of my bones, and 
flesh of my flesh?' And let it be observed, 
that the statement would not be literally true 
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of husbands and wives in general, as it was 
true of Adam and Eve as types of Christ 
and His Church — held up, indeed, as ex- 
amples to all believing husbands and wives 
of what the marriage union signified : * This 
is a great mystery, but I speak concerning 
Christ and the Church/ It is an important 
point which is too much lost sight of, that 
as Adam was before Eve, and she was made 
for him (according to i Cor. xi. 8, 9), so 
Christ was before the Church, and it was 
made for Him. Yet more, we learn that 
Adam was first formed, and that Eve was 
formed not only for him, but from him, and 
therefore called bone of his bone, and flesh 
of his flesh. And this, in the antitype, ap- 
plies not to' mankind in general, but to be- 
lievers only, who are united to the glorified 
Christ by the Holy Ghost, and are one with 
Him. The thought, therefore, does not 
refer to His incarnation, though so generally 
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quoted with reference to it, but to our union 
with Christ in heaven, the Church being 
thus, with Him, a part of the new creation, 
of which He, as the risen Man, is the be- 
ginning, as we read in Col. i. 18. 

As incarnate, He abode alone (John, xii. 
24) ; having died, He, as the corn of wheat 
brings forth much fruit, the Church being 
that fruit, derived hot from the "first man, 
who was ' of the earth, made of dust' (etc 
yi?c, xo'iKog), but from the Second Man, who 
is from heaven, placed in contrast to the 
first, as not made of dust. Therefore, then, 
are we, as formed for and from Him, said to 
be as saints, members of His body, of His 
flesh, and of His bones. 
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In whom (wherein, marg.) are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. — Col. 
ii. 2. 

Here the whole meaning depends upon the 
question whether the words, 'and of the 
Father and of Christ/ are, or are not, in the 
original text Alford says, ' The additions 
here found in the Text Rec., and elsewhere, 
seem to be owing to the common practice 
of annotating on the divine Name to show* to 
which Person it belongs. One thing is clear, 
that rov Oeov Xpitrrov, which Ellicott adopts 
" with some confidence," is one among many 
glosses of which it is impossible to say that 
any has overwhelwing authority.' And so 
Alford omits the words in his text. The 
only reason, I believe, why it is read 'in 
whom,' is that Christ is the immediate an- 
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tecedent; but if the words in question are 
omitted, the marginal reading of ' wherein * 
will be the right one, and the common ap- 
plication of the words 'in Whom are hid/ 
&c, to Christ, is incorrect ; and 'the mystery' 
will stand forth as that wherein all these 
treasures are hid (avoKpwf^oi) which had 
indeed been hidden (airoiceicpvfifievoi) in 
God from the beginning of the world, but 
were now revealed unto His holy apostles 
and prophets by the Spirit, in order that 
they should make all men see what is the 
fellowship of the mystery. The Apostle 
speaks of it elsewhere (i Cor. ii. 7), as the 
wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden 
wisdom which God had ordained before the 
world unto our glory, which ' eye hath not 
seen/ &c, 'but which God hath revealed 
unto us by His Spirit and in Eph. iii. 5, as 
' the mystery that was not made known unto 
the sons of men;' and v. 9, 'which from the 
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beginning of the world hath been hid in God/ 
to the intent that now the manifested wisdom 
by God should be made known unto the 
principalities and powers of the Church, 
according to the eternal purpose which He 
purposed in Christ Jesus the Lord. 
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Abstain from all appearance of evil. — 
1 Thess. v. 22. 

Commonly quoted in the sense of 'provide 
for honest things, not only in the sight of 
the Lord, but also in the sight of men/ 
(2 Cor. viii. 21.) 

But the word eidovg translated 'appear- 
ance/ would be more properly rendered 
1 shape ' or ' form/ as in Luke, iii. 22, and 
ix. 29 : John, v. 37. And so, according to 
Whitby, the passage would run thus, ' Abstain 
from all kinds or sorts of evil/ ' and the very 
God of peace sanctify you wholly, and (I pray 
God) your whole spirit, and soul, and body, 
be preserved blameless/ &c; or, as Leontinus 
says, 'Fly not from this or that only, but 
from every sin.' Hammond states that this 
sense was adopted by several of the ancient 
"Fathers. 

I 
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The day of Christ is at hand. — 

2 Thess. ii. 2. 

This passage is frequently quoted (as it is, 
indeed, by B. Newton), as if it were a warn- 
ing to the Thessalonians not to suppose the 
day of Christ (properly of the Lord) was 
soon coming. But the word translated * at 
hand/ is in every other place in the New 
Testament rendered 'is present.' Alford 
remarks that it occurs six times besides in 
the New Testament : — 'Things preseiif (Rom. 
viii. 38) ; ' Things present, or things to 
come' (1 Cor. iii. 22) ; ' Good for the pre- 
sent distress* (1 Cor. vii. 26) ; ' This present 
evil world ' (Gal. i. 4) ; ' Perilous times shall 
come' (/. e. < shall be present') (2 Tim. iii. 1); 
' For the time present' (Heb. ix. 9). Besides 
which, S. Paul could not have so written, 
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nor could the Spirit have so spoken by him. 
The teaching of the Apostles was, and of 
the Holy Spirit in all ages has been, that the 
day of the Lord is at hand. But these 
Thessalonians imagined it to be already 
come, and even deserting their pursuits in 
life, as if the day of grace were closed. 
Accordingly, the Apostle goes on to teach 
them that before that day could arrive, there 
must be the apostasy. First, there was to be 
' the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
our gathering together unto Him' (ver. i), 
as had been more fully taught in his former 
Epistle, where he tells them in the plainest 
words (as evidently the next thing to be 
looked for by the saints) that the Lord 
Himself will descend from heaven, and that 
then the saints — first the dead, and then the 
living— will be caught up to meet Him in 
the air; then will that wicked one be re- 
vealed whom the Lord shall consume with 
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the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy 
with the brightness of His coming : ' When 
His saints, who had been caught up, shall 
appear with Him in glory (CoL iii. 4), and 
the day of the Lord of hosts will be upon 
every one that is proud and lofty, and the 
Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.' 
(Isa. ii. 12, &c) 
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Let no man despise thy youth. — 1 Tim. iv. 12. 

Sometimes quoted as an exhortation to the 
people to pay proper respect to young minis- 
ters; but it is rather addressed to Timothy, 
as one of the latter, for his own instruction. 
* Conduct thyself in such a manner that no 
one shall have any reason to despise thy 
teaching on account of thy youth ; but be 
' an example in word, conversation,' &c. 

So we pray for bishops, &c, in our 
Litany, 'that both by their preaching and 
Irving they may set forth God's Word, and 
show it accordingly.' 
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If any provide not for his own, and especially 
for those of his own house (kindred, marg.) 
he hath denied the faith, and is worse than 
an infidel. — i Tim. v. 8. 

Commonly quoted as an injunction to make 
future provision for our children, which is 
so natural to man that so strong an exhorta- 
tion to do this would scarcely be needed. 
It is evident from the context that it refers 
to assisting destitute and deserving relatives 
during our lifetime : a duty in which many 

professing Christians have been put to shame 
i 

by the liberality of unbelievers. 
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Forasmuch then as the children are partakers 
of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise 
took part of the same, &c. — Heb. ii. 14. 

Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be 
made like unto His brethren, &c. — 

Heb. ii. 17. 

. . . was tempted in all points like as we are 
(yet) without sin. — Heb. iv. 15. 

I have put these several verses together 
because the same observations will apply to 
all. There is no question that the passages 
quoted from the second and fourth chapters 
refer to Christ as a man ; but it is a question 
what the words ' children/ 'brethren/ and 
'tempted,' mean. The two first are often 
quoted as if they included all mankind, and 
the last as if it referred to that sort of 
temptation which is common to all mankind. 
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This, though resisted and overcome, always 
finds a response in us, and is not ' without 
sin,' bearing about us as we do, even when 
regenerate, that fleshly mind, <ppoyjjfia aapKOQ, 
in which He had no participation, for He 
was x"f>'£ ajiaprcac, * without sin.' 

The inserted word'^*/' (iv. 15) weakens 
the sense of these words, which applied to 
Him as truly when He was on earth, as they 
will when He shall come 'without sin' unto 
salvation. I have no intention to enter into 
a disquisition upon that most difficult and 
mysterious question, the humanity of the 
Lord Jesus ; but I would direct the attention 
of my readers to the context to see the 
meaning of 1 brethren,' and ' children/ and 
to a Concordance to find the use of the 
word ' tempted/ I think they cannot fail to 
see that the former words refer only to the 
Church (ii. n, 12); and that the latter 
much more often refers to man tempting 
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God or Christ, than to the devil tempting 
man; also, that it might almost always be 
as well rendered — ' tried.' To suppose that 
our Lord was tempted as a man is, when 1 he 
is drawn away of his own lust and enticed,' 
but resists the temptation, woulcj be to con- 
tradict the Lord's own assertion 'that the 
prince of this world had nothing in Him.' 
(John, xiv. 30.) 

Yet some devout and enlightened Christ- 
ians, who hold fast to His Deity, use language 
in regard to His humanity, and His being 
consequently tempted, that seems to imply 
that He experienced the same feelings that 
we do, when a sinful, but enticing desire is 
presented to our minds ; and thus virtually 
bring down the Holy One of God to the 
level of a virtuous but fallen man. It would 
be beyond my purpose to attempt an expo- 
sition of the temptations in the wilderness; 
but I may remark that they were all addressed 



Digitized by Google 



122 Texts Misquoted 



to Him as the .Son of God, or the Messiah, 
and therefore the rightful Possessor of those 
things for which Satan desired Him to do 
homage to him, thus acknowledging that He 
received them at his hands, and that they 
were not addressed to any sinful propensity, 
supposed even by Satan himself, to be in 
Him. 
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For every high priest taken from among men 
is ordained for men in things pertaining to 
God, that he may offer both gifts and sacri- 
fices for sins. — Heb. v. 1. 

Who can have compassion on the ignorant, and 
on them that are out of the way ; for that 
he himself also is compassed with infirmity. 
— Heb. v. 2, 

This is frequently taken as a description of 
Christ, whereas it is the contrast of an or- 
dinary human high-priest with Him. Igno- 
rant and erring- men have a priest like them- 
selves — one compassed with infirmity. Such 
is not Jesus, the Son of God, who has no 
need on account of this infirmity, i as for the 
people, so also for himself to offer for sins.' 
Doubtless, an analogy with Aaron follows in 
that 'Christ glorified not Himself to be 
vade an high priest, but was called of God' 
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In fact He waited till He ascended and en* 
tered on His priesthood on high. 

For perfection was not by the Levitical 
priesthood; the law perfected nothing. 
Clearly, then, the passage contrasts Aaron 
and his sons in this with Christ They were 
infirm men. For us Jesus, the Son of God, 
is the priest, in the true tabernacle, which 
the Lord pitched, and not man. This did 
not hinder His knowing sorrow as none ever 
knew it, but always the sorrow of righteousness 
and love, 'Who in the days of His flesh/ 
&c. (verses 7 and 8). He had to learn 
obedience, because it was a strange thing to 
Him who knew only to command. And 
being perfected (that is, having fully done 
the work necessary to secure eternal sal- 
vation, not for Himself but for others, and 
being accordingly perfected on high), * He 
became the author of eternal salvation unto 
all them that obey Him, called of God an 
high-priest after the order of Melchisedec* 
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The author and finisher cj (pur) faith. — 
Heb. xii. 2. 

Here the venerable translators have as- 
suredly led us astray by giving a wrong 
meaning to the above words by inserting the 
word ' our.' If we read the passage as it is 
in the original, it could scarcely have oc- 
curred to any one that tov tt\q iriffrewg apxTiyov 
Kat TeXeiwTTfv could refer to the work effected 
and carried on in us, but evidently to what 
He did for us, when He, as the great Captain 
(apxnyog) of our salvation, finished (ereXctwtfa, 
John, xvii. 4) the work His Father gave Him 
to do. 

* Though faith is the gift of God, and though 
it is given us on behalf of Christ to believe, 
yet the apostle is not speaking here directly 
of that subject or of Jesus as the giver of 
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faith, but as an example in running the race. 
The word rendered "author" (an entirely- 
different word from that translated " author " 
in chap. v. 9), signifies captain or prince in 
the only other three places in which it is 
used in the New Testament. There it has 
relation to a race, and to a chief leader, who 
goes before, sets us an example, and calls us 
to follow Him. The Finisher of faith imports 
that His faith was made perfect in degree, and 
that He continued steadfast in it to the end, 
until He had finished His course, and was 
crowned. The apostle, therefore, having set 
before them the example of the Old Testa- 
ment saints in their faith and patience, directs 
them to a higher and still more perfect pat- 
tern for imitation, viz., Jesus, " who for the joy 
set before . Him," ' &c. — McLean. (See also 
AlfordV* loco.) 
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•He found no place of repentance, though he 
sought it carefully with tears, — 

Heb. xii. 17. 

These words are sometimes used as if Esau 
sought for repentance for himself and failed 
in attaining to it. Whereas it is plain from 
the facts of the case, as related in Genesis, 
that he thus carefully sought a way ' to change 
his father's mind ' (vide margin), he was re- 
jected, for ' fieTavoiag tottov ovk evpe.' 

'Isaac would not change his mind, nor 
recall the blessing which, as a prophet ot 
God, he had conferred* on Jacob/ — Burkitt 
The misapprehension of this passage led 
Bunyan almost to despair, as is recorded in 
his autobiography, Grace Abounding. 
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Your adversary the devil goeth about seeking 
whom he may devour, — i Pet. v. 8. 

Commonly applied to the allurements of 
Satan, by which he leads people into sin. 

But if this had been intended, would not 
the figure of a wily serpent have been used 
rather than that of a ' roaring lion,' who does 
not tempt, but devours ? ' 

Is it not plain, too, from the immediate 
context, and in i Pet. iv. 12, 19, that the 
apostle is referring to the persecutions which 
those to whom he wrote would have to 
endure in common with 'their brethren in 
the world ? ' 

Thus St. Paul speaks of being delivered 
out of the hands of the persecutor Nero, 
who acted as an agent of, and in the character 
of this same 'lion.' (2 Tim. iv. 17.) 
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They that are unlearned and unstable wrest 
the Scriptures unto their own destruction. — 

2 Pet. iii. 16. 

How often is this passage quoted by the 
enemies to the diffusion of the Scriptures 
and of the right of private judgment to prove 
the danger of putting the Word of God into 
the hands of the common people ! If this 
however, had been designed by the Apostle, 
he would not have used the word ajiaQeig, 
but aypafipaToi, applied to himself and John 
by the priests (Acts, iv. 13), when they heard 
them proclaiming the great truth, that 
there was none other name under heaven 
but that of Jesus Christ of Nazareth whereby 
we must be saved. The unlearned and un- 
stable (apaOeig icai affTfipiKToi) referred to by 
Peter, were in his days, and have been ever 

K 
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since, found amongst the most learned doctors 
and so-called divines, who have stumbled at 
and perverted truths which have been under- 
stood and appreciated by 'illiterate 1 men, 
whose minds have been enlightened and 
hearts opened to receive them by the Spirit 
of God. 
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IV/tose names are not written in the book of 
life of the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world. — Rev. xiii. 8. 

The question is, do these last words belong 
to ' written ' or ' slain ? ' Alford says they be- 
long to the latter, but mentions the names of 
eight learned commentators, who think they 
belong to the former. It is not therefore 
presumptuous in one unlearned to form his 
own opinion on the point, and to direct the 
attention of others to it. Now it seems to 
me that the fact that Peter says (1 Pet. i. 20) 
that ' Christ was fore-ordained from before the 
foundation of the world/ referred to by 
Alford, is not a ' parallel passage with this 
which speaks of " the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world ; whereas the former 
phrase being used in chap. xvii. 8, where the 
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Lamb slain is not introduced, seems to sanc- 
tion the joining the latter words ' from the 
foundation of the world' with 4 written/ and not 
with ' slain.' I cannot see the force of AlforcTs 
objection that this is 'going so far back;' if 
only the two words tov etr<l>aypevov had 
been omitted, there would, of course, have 
been no question about the meaning ; and, 
moreover, it seems to me very awkward 
(speaking with reverence) to make the second 
question dependent on the first. If the sense 
given by Alford had been intended, would it 
not have been far more natural (to use his 
word) to have left out riyc fu»fc, and to 
have written ' whose names are not written in 
the book of Lamb slain/ &c. ? 
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And the Spirit and the bride say, Come, and 
let him that heareth say, Come. — 

Rev. xxii. 17. 

To whom is this addressed? It is often 
understood as addressed to ' him that is 
athirst ' (and who is invited to ' come ' 
in the latter clause of the verse); but this 
seems rather to be one of those sudden 
transitions or digressions that are not un- 
common in Scripture. The primary welcome 
is addressed to ' the bright and morning staf/ 
whose glorious coming is the great subject 
of the whole book, especially of the latter 
chapters. Accordingly He responds to the 
cry of the Spirit and the bride, 'Surely I 
come quickly/ to which the apostle adds, 
4 Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.* 
'The Holy Spirit and the Church desire 
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the second coming of Christ to judgment, 
and every one that heareth of and believeth 
these things should also desire the same 
thing/ — Poole. 

* Observe the affection which this bride 
expresses towards her bridegroom : she says, 
Come ; she passionately and impatiently de- 
sires and vehemently longs for his coming ; 
and then see the invitation returned by 
Christ, " And let him that is athirst, come," 
&c. We must first come to Christ by faith 
and repentance, before we can desire Christ's 
coming to us by death and judgment* — 
Burkitt. 
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